March 10, 2010

This morning finds Cascade with a low of 15 degrees, a projected high of 38 degrees, and the possibility of light snow.  Rituals of mating are heard every night as Canada Geese gather and mingle on the North Fork.  Less than a mile downstream, work on Kelly’s Whitewater Park continues at a frantic pace with formal opening projected for late spring.   The inaugural boating competition for Idaho’s first whitewater park is scheduled for May 1.  Above is the 2,600 sq. ft. Welcome Center (bathrooms and changing rooms included) perched on the west bank overlooking the man-made rapids.  It will be magnificent and a tremendous attraction to live in Leisure Time.   A second copy of this image is attached.
  
Current Board Members
Denis White (208-362-1653; Denis6353@aol.com)
Fred McKennon (425-971-7364; mamckennon@yahoo.com)
 Jack Sides (208-382-4705; year-round location C41 for direct contact) 
Ron Budd (208-377-0429; RonaldB1220@aol.com) 

This LT newsletter includes:
· Spring update from LT’s Denis White 
· A request for help from the Board 
· Recent headlines from Long Valley Advocate and The Star-News 
· Wildlife news – Bighorns and domestic sheep on the Payette National Forest? 


Spring update about LT,  
         Denis White, Leisure Time Board of Directors.  

Snow is about gone, and the finances of the park are looking good.
 
Jack, Fred, Ron and I, the current Leisure-Time  Board members, have worked very hard  to end 2009 with a surplus.   The 2010 budget is posted on the web site (www.leisuretimervparkonline.com). 
 
This website is very valuable and likely underused and underappreciated.   Information  posted includes Leisure-Time CC&Rs, Leisure Time amendments,  budget & financial  statements, meeting minutes, newsletters, and  other information.  Please  check out the website.  Thanks to Al Beatty for all his hard work to make this very valuable resource available to the LT community.
 
This  spring, a major leak in the hot tube was identified.  Approximately $4,500 has been spent to repair that leak, fix the skimmer for the hot tube,  re-grout and replace worn/loose tiles, and install a new hand bar.  Money has been budgeted to keep the pool and hot tub open all year around.   As  scheduled in the last fall's minutes of September 5, the pool and hot tub are targeted to open May 1. 
 
The Board needs your input on a specific issue.

Southern Valley County Recreational District (SVCRD) has contacted LT asking about access to our pool and clubhouse for community aquatic classes over the winter.  This is not a new inquiry, and in past years has never moved beyond the preliminary stage with previous  boards.  Jack, representing the Board, has met with Mike Smith of SVCRD for preliminary discussions. 

The following is an email sent to Jack from Mike Smith on January 16.
____________________________________________

To:  Jack Sides Leisure Time Board of Directors
Re:  Southern Valley County Recreation District Proposal
 
The S.V.C.R.D. would like to present the following proposal to the Board of Directors of Leisure Time.

Our objective is to support the reopening of Leisure Time’s pool facility during the winter  months, allowing Leisure Time residents to regain year  around use of  this amenity as well as being able to provide limited winter  access  for Southern Valley County residents under the direction of the    Recreation District.
• The Recreation District would like to reopen the  facility from October 1st through March 31 St.  The  District will  pay Leisure  Time $10,000 to offset maintenance  and operations costs for that time  period.
• The Recreation  District would maintain responsibility for the facility for up  to 6 hours per day, 7 days a week. Days and hours will be   determined by the Leisure Time Board and the Recreation  District.  During this  period the Recreation District will schedule supervised swimming lessons, classes, exercise programs, laps or open swimming.
• Trained lifeguards or qualified instructors will be on hand during District hours.
• Leisure Time residents will have complete access to the facility during Recreation District hours and as residents of the Recreation District, may participate in any and all scheduled events and  classes.
• Leisure Time will provide pool, restroom and shower cleaning with their trained personnel.  The Recreation District will be responsible for snow removal from the parking lot.
• The Recreation District will carry all necessary insurance  covering the times  we’re responsible for pool  activities.
• Any legal fees incurred by Leisure Time in completing this agreement will be the responsibility of the Recreation District.
 
Mike Smith
Board President
Southern Valley County Recreation District



Clearly, SVCRD's initial proposal fails to address many important issues, including but not limited to maximum size of the classes.   
 
What constitutes fair compensation to LT for SVCRD's  winter rent of the clubhouse and pool remains undetermined.
 
The board is not presently in negotiations with  the SVCRD.  It has turned down the proposal dated Jan. 16  and will make no definitive counter proposal without LT membership input.  Any final agreement will be contingent on a vote of approval from the owners.  There is no question that there are significant legal, insurance, and human issues. 

Before we, the Board members, go ahead in prolonged negotiations, we want a broad-based consensus of where the membership of LT wants to go on the issue.  We have learned  that this is a surprisingly controversial and divisive subject with some members of our community.   To the best of our knowledge, there is nothing in the CC&R that specifically prohibits Leisure  Time, an Idaho nonprofit corporation, from renting/leasing community  space to an outside business entity or an agency of the county.   Additionally, LT has  been renting space in the clubhouse to an outside business to raise capital for years; in fact, the 2010 budget projects $3,000 revenue from laundry machines installed in the clubhouse. 

While this is a non-binding  vote, the consensus and written opinions of LT members will help determine if the Board moves ahead in prolonged discussions.  Any final agreement would be subject to approval by the LT membership.

Following are 5  statements that might reflect your current feelings toward this proposition ranging from very negative to very positive.   While we realize that these are not exactly how you might express your feelings, we need a quantitative way to calculate the broad-based consensus of the LT community.  

Please send to Denis  (Denis6353@aol.com) and Olin (obalch@earthlink.net) the following information: 1) Your name and number of  lots you own, 2) Which one of the following five sentiments best reflects your current point of view, and 3) any additional comments (please use language that you want everyone to read).  Within 3 weeks, another newsletter will be  published with results and all additional comments identified by author.

 
1. Absolutely no, regardless of whether the pool and hot tube must close indefinitely.  I don't want people who are not LT owners or their guests using the  clubhouse and the subsequent problems with additional people parking  around the clubhouse and using the facility.  I am positive that the insurance and legal issues  cannot be overcome and that no offer of the SVRD would ever be satisfactory.   This choice goes  so much against the grain of what LT is that I will sue the individual members of the Board if this relationship between LT and SVCRD is further formally explored.

2. No, regardless of whether the pool and hot tube must close during certain times of the year because of financial constraints.  Even if the insurance, legal issues, and some sort of fair compensation were to be worked out, I would rather not have non-LT people parking around the clubhouse and using the facility.

3. Could possibly work, but all the insurance and legal issues would have to be solved without financial cost to LT.  I could live with the problems  parking  around and additional activities in the clubhouse.  I would expect SVCRD to pickup any additional expenses for the increased use  of the clubhouse, showers, and the pool and supply lifeguards.  I would support a trial period with strictly defined periods of access for SVRD and limitations on the number of people taking aquatic classes.

4.  Yes, this could be useful and fun.  Not only subsidizing LT's year-round use of the hot tube, clubhouse, and pool, but this would free up  more of LT's annual dues for other uses and bolster a set-aside fund for major capital improvements or repairs (example, road repair).  I might use the pool and clubhouse more frequently if there were organized classes and activities with trained personnel.

5. Absolutely  yes, this should thoroughly be investigated and pursued.   This is a win-win system for LT and SVCRD, assuming that legal  and insurance issues can be managed.  Most LT owners are being already charged $82.70  as a county special assessment that goes  directly into coffers of the  Southern Valley County Recreation District.  Ours is the only sizable swimming pool in the southern portion of Valley County.  After paying for any additional expenses associated with insurance, legal, and increased  maintenance, SVRD could provide considerable additional funds toward other LT major repairs and bolster a long-term reserve.  We are a part of the larger community of Cascade and Valley County.  This is worth doing on a trial basis for good will, additional financial income, and increased recreational opportunities for our membership.
______________________________________

Long Valley Advocate's headlines – March 3, 2010 
· Valley County awaits autopsy results in Berheim death.  Local officials have asked outside authorities to review the arrest of a McCall man, who later died in a Boise hospital. 
· Commission frees county employees to run for office without quitting job.  The county commissioners have repealed a personnel policy that can force county employees to resign their jobs if they planned to run for the office of their immediate supervisor. 
· (pg. 5)  Payette N.F. Seeks more public input on domestic sheep grazing policy (see article below). 
   E-Advocate – keeping you connected – subscribe for digital version, call 208-382-3233 


The Star-News’ headlines – March 4, 2010
· McCall man’s death probed. Investigators with the Nampa Police Department expect to release their findings next week in the case of a McCall man who died after he was arrested by McCall and Valley County officers. 
· Investigation standard procedure; officers involved stay on job.  Standard procedure for incidents such as the death of Leslie Berheim of McCall after his arrest on Feb. 19 call for an independent criminal investigation and an administrative review, Valley County Prosecuting Attorney Matt Williams said. 
· McCall gives concept approval to low-income apartments.  The McCall City Council last week granted preliminary approval to developers of low-income apartments off Jacob Street. 
· Fans of Haiiey Duke celebrate Olympic race, even without TV.  There was no live television, but fans of former McCall resident and Winter Olympian Hailey Duke still managed to root for her on Friday at Brundage Mountain Resort. 
   Visit www.mccallstarnews.com  for headlines and updates 



Wildlife Notes – Payette N.F. seeking more public input on domestic sheep grazing policies?   (Originally published in Long Valley Advocate, March 5, pg. 5, written by Olin Balch)

With generations-old domestic sheep grazing on the Payette National Forest (PNF) weighed against local bighorn extinction, Forest Supervisor Suzanne Rainville requests more public comment by March 22 on the upcoming decision to renew or restrict grazing allotments.   At issue is the known transmission of fatal pneumonia to bighorn sheep following contact with domestic sheep grazed on national forests leading to local extinction.
 
Public meetings were held in the last several weeks in Boise, McCall, Weiser, and Lewiston.  The Resources and Environment Committee of the Idaho State Legislature heard a presentation update on February 12.
 
On Jan 25, an update was issued to the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS) originally released October 2008 as ordered by the Chief of the Forest Service in 2005 following a determination that the Forest Plan had not adequately addressed bighorn sheep population survival.  Over 14,000 comments were received by the PNF to the original DSEIS.
 
The update contains improved population models and disease spread based on telemetry data from bighorn sheep ranging in or near the PNF.  Additionally, the local bighorn sheep were designated in late 2009 as a sensitive species due to population declines.  More information was provided on potential economic impact to involved communities and the region.  Lastly, a section titled "Environmental Justice" was added to ensure availability of bighorn sheep, a traditionally important species to American Indians.
 
The PNF evaluated the effects of various alternatives of sheep grazing allotments.  Each alternative calculates the probability of local extinction in the Upper Hells Canyon and Main Salmon and South Fork based on different rates of disease transmission from domestic to wild sheep. Assuming disease is transmitted at every contact from domestic to wild sheep, extinction is almost certain for re-introduced bighorns in Upper Hells Canyon after disappearance of native bighorns in the 1940s.  In the Main Salmon and South Fork (the remaining native Idaho stock), the probability of extinction drops to moderate for the one of the most restrictive grazing proposals.  If disease is spread in one contact out of twenty, the probability of extinction in both regions ranges from moderate to low.  Alternative 7E, which eliminates all grazing, is the only alternative that absolutely protects bighorns from domestic sheep contact and subsequent extinction.
 
In 2005, over 19,000 domestic sheep grazed on the PNF.  Last year, the grazing fee for one sheep was 27 cents monthly.  Combined gross income from 2008 sheep and lamb production in Idaho and Washington Counties was nearly $1.7 million; statewide production neared $20 million.   Additionally, an estimated 46 jobs are supported in the region by sheep industry.  
 
In 2008, bighorn sheep hunting brought in slightly more than $0.5 million and provided 25 jobs in the same counties with predicted growth in areas where bighorns thrive.  A tag to hunt bighorn sheep in Idaho averages $74,000 at auction. 
 
Complete information is available online at PNF website.  Official comments should be e-mailed to payettebighorn@fs.fed.us or written to Payette NF-Supervisor’s Office, 800 Lakeside Avenue, McCall, ID 83638 before March 22.  The final decision of PNF on domestic sheep grazing is expected in May 2010.
