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Hi All,

Hope everyone is getting ready to start enjoying our Park again. The season is getting closer every day.  We’ve had some nice warm weather with rain that’s melted a lot of snow.  We have less than a foot on the ground and it’s going pretty fast.  There have been 2 residents that moved their RV’s in this past week. They had to do some snow removal to do it, but they’re in.  Right at the present time it’s snowing again.  About two inches of new snow on the ground, but it’s suppose to be sunny and warmer for the next couple days, and then?  Who knows, it’s spring………….  
Good News!!  
Maintenance and Repair

Mike Roark, our Maintenance Man, Care Taker, over all guru for park, fixed the pool plumbing himself.  We were going to hire a licensed plumber to do the work.  I had a local plumber in to check everything out, not knowing Mike had already done it, and he said it was in very good shape. As well as plowing snow and other duties, Mike and Connie painted the Laundry Room and other places in the building.  It sure looks nice. I saw bags of pine needles all around the Pool Building yesterday, wherever the snow had melted.  I think they’re getting Spring Fever.  Or they’re getting a head start on summer.  They definitely keep busy in the winter.  We owe Mike a big hand for his work to help save the Association a good chunk of money and getting the pool ready to open.  He sure makes life easier for me and all the other Board Members.  He’s done this job long enough now that he knows what needs to be done and does it.  If the Board needs something done, it gets done.  Thanks Mike and Connie, from all of us.
More Good News!!  
Pool

With the pool repaired and the cold weather coming to an end, the pool will be opening Saturday, May 2nd.  I wanted to open the 1st  so I could go swim before the crowds hit, but Arlen Benjamin said I should go swim in the River.  Nice guy….
Pool Closure

I know there were some people totally against the pool closure this past winter.  But the results were what the Board hoped for. I received a report from Riverside Management today.  Our savings in Propane usage for the pool from October through March was over $10,000.  Our power bill was approximately $1,500 higher for heat for the building because the warm water from the pool last year helped heat the building. The difference of right at $9,000 is very substantial and proved to be worth the closure of the pool this past winter.

CC&R’s & Association Rules

The rough draft of the CC&R’s and Association Rules have been forwarded to all Board Members for their review.  When that’s complete and we meet in May to discuss them, a copy will be available for your review. For all that receive the Newsletter, you will get it via e-mail.  It should then be ready for our Annual Meeting for a vote to accept them.  I think you will like the way they’re drawn up.  A lot of things that pertain to items that can be changed or require variances are now in the Association Rules.  They can be changed much easier than the CC&R’s.  The CC&R’s need to be iron clad and not so easily susceptible to change.   I really want to thank Pam Widener for her work on the CC&R’s.  Her knowledge and hard work was priceless.  Again, thanks Pam.
E-Mail Addresses

If you have friends or neighbors that you know up here, I would sure appreciate it if you could contact them and have them send me their e-mail address if they already haven’t done so.  I have close to 100 presently.    

White Water Park
The White Water Park received a donation from one of Tamarack’s residents of $500,000.  This is enough money to complete the Park.  It will be up and running early summer of 2010.  They will be completing the Walking Path from the bridge south of town to Waters Edge RV Park.  That means a lot more traffic will be going by our place. Plus, many rafters and kayakers will be leaving from Waters Edge to run the river.  That means a lot of foot traffic could be going through our park. I have found out that these parks generate a lot of people. It’s a bigger recreational item than I ever thought it would be. They estimate from other parks in communities the size of ours that it will generate upwards of $1,000,000 (that’s 1 million dollars) revenue per year into our town.  The White Water Park will be both good and possibly not so good for us at Leisure Time.  Good in that it will increase property values, but will create more unwanted traffic unless we prepare ourselves for it.  This is one of the reasons the Board has been talking about a security gate for the park.  Here’s where we can use some help from you guys.  Who would you recommend we get bids from for a Card Access Security Gate locally? Give us your input. This is something we need to look into  right away.  Send me an e-mail.  Also, send Letters to the Editor of your feelings as to how to prepare ourselves for this on slot of people to be ascending upon us beginning next year.
Finances


Dues
We’re doing better on dues collection.  About a month ago we had right at $30,000 outstanding.  That figure as of today is approximately $14,000. If you’re still one of the outstanding, please pay as soon as possible.


Increase in Dues

With the economy as it is, it’s hitting us hard in the Park also.  Like it or not, we have got to bring our dues in line with what we need to meet expenses annually without drawing from the next years dues.  Plus we will need an assessment to pay off our $40,000 debt.  This is something none of us like, but we have to be realistic.  There is nothing more we can cut in expenses.  Our largest expense we have which takes approximately 30% of our income is the pool.  By closing it for the winter, we did save around $9,000.  But, that’s not enough to offset other expenses and build any kind of a reserve fund.  Now, I would like to get e-mails from as many of you as possible, with your views and comments for the other Board Members.  And if you would like in the paper, let me know and it will be.  Again I say, be constructive not just critical.  I think the park is finally uniting and not wanting the negative atmosphere in the Park any longer.  

We have been looking at similar parks like ours and what their dues are.  The lowest that has been reported is $750 per year per lot and they do not have a pool.  Up to $2,500 per year for a Park in Tucson, AZ.

Security Gate

We need to really be thinking about a Security Gate.  This is an additional expense we need to consider.  That’s why we need to start getting bids to see where we stand.  If we can’t afford a Security Gate I’m afraid we’ll have to arm Jack Sides and Jim Meatte with a shot guns and have them man the entrance and cruise the park perimeters.  Scary thought, isn’t it????
Contractors
With the coming of summer comes the time when people are looking to fix up their places, adding on sheds, fences, decks, additions, etc.  I’ve had and so have other Board Members, quite a few people ask who they can get to work on their places.  These people are local and have good reputations.  
To help you out incase you don’t know who to get, here is a list of people that have done work in the Park and what they do.  
All American Electric - Bill Heathman - Licensed Electrician …………………………………. 208-573-3081
Rushby Plumbing - Rod Rushby - Licensed Plumber   ……………………………...……..... 208-630-4598
Jason O’Clock - Building Contractor - Decks, Fences, Sheds, Additions (additions his specialty) ……… 208-841-3882
Tom Gordon - Building Contractor - Additions ………………………………………………..… 208-630-3497
Mike Rowland - Some fences, Sheds (Finish shed interiors, insulate, wire, install windows, for laundry or other uses) .... 208-630-4212
Jim Rankin - General Construction and handyman work ………………………………………….. 208-382-3259
Tim Hawley - Sheet Rock, tape and texture ………………………………………….....…… 208-250-8245
If you have work you know you’re going to be doing this summer and need a contractor, it would be a good idea to line them up early as possible as they’re already lining up jobs.  

Editorial Column names
I’ve received the following names for your review for the name of our Editorial Column.  E-mail me your choice.

Leisure Lines                                    Members Speak
LeisureTime Lines                            Park Chatter
The Up Side                                     Owner's Corner

Here's the Scoop                              The Park Speaks
Leisure Life                                       Leisure Chats

Leisure Laughter                               Leisure Letters

Park Peeps                                       Park Pearls of Wisdom
Letter to the Editor

The following are 3 letters from members: 

Not to appear like ostriches with our heads in the sand, I'd like to say that as property owners who work in the Valley during the week and travel to Leisuretime on various weekends, we choose not to listen to the "negativity" in the park. We have great neighbors who also work in the Valley and who travel to Cascade on weekends to decompress, play some golf, have bar-b-q's and enjoy stress-free weekends with friends.

 

It's sad to see that there are those in the park who choose to find problems and find fault with various property owners. I'd like to think that we are all intelligent people who know how to read and know what the Association rules are and abide by them. Most of us like to have fun and like to enjoy our neighbors within the confines of the association by-laws.

 

We all bought our properties fully realizing that the yearly association dues (which are minimal compared to so many other similar parks) are needed to support the amenities such as the maintenance of the great pool and the the common grounds. I only hope that the rest of the property owners find value in the park amenities and will pay their dues as agreed.

 

We appreciate all the volunteer work the Board members have dedicated to make the park run more efficiently. Our thanks to you. We look forward to a fun summer '09.

 

Debi and Dennis DeBord 

………………………………………
  Hi All, Thanks to our Board for their hard work.  I'm really looking forward to having the Amerigas hooked up to my properties so I can get rid of the tanks!     As for people who don’t pay their dues, there is no reason to go to small claims court because all you do is waste money on a ruling that can’t be enforced!    The only way we are ever going to stop our problems is to install a Computerized Gate at the Entrance and anyone that doesn't pay or doesn't follow the rules WILL NOT BE ALLOWED to drive in our PARK!    We need a computerized gate for more than people that don’t pay.  The main reason we need on is for security purposes.  I will pledge to you right now $ 100.00 per lot to help you pay for the gate.  And I think all of you that can afford it should chip in to do the same!!!!!       LeRoy   lots   p 2 & 4

………………………………………

Letter to the Editor:

 

Mike thanks for your work on the newsletter. We appreciate the time you spend keeping us up-to-date on what is happening with the board and the park. I'm saddened to learn many of our members have not paid their dues. Everyone in the park should understand what a great deal we have at Leisure Time both as a place to recreate AND the value we get for the small amount of investment required. Yes, I know you will get complaints from "those who are on a fixed income" and can't afford the charges. As a senior on a fixed income myself, please don't put me in that category. My wife and I are two people who recognize the value we have in Leisure Time RV Park and hope to see it continue. It will as long as people like you step forward to serve on the board (a thankless job as I see it!) and everyone pays their fair share.

 

We're really excited to learn about the possibility of buried propane lines in our park. Not only would it be a major convenience but it will certainly be an added safety feature. Heaven forbid if we ever had a fire in our park and those propane tanks started exploding. It wouldn't be a pretty sight.

 

Thanks again, Al & Gretchen Beatty in F30

                ………………………………………
I want to thank you for e-mailing in your letters.  Hope more of you do the same.  We all like to hear other points of view and your comments.  
LeisureTime Classifieds
Wanted:  People to work on the Leisure Time RV Park Activities Committee.  They are a very integral part of the Park.  They are responsible for lining up social activities, craft classes, etc.  Proceeds from the funds go to Park Building Improvements.  A project the activity committee has been working on is coming up with the money to semi-enclose the pavilion, making it useable during wet, windy, and cool weather.  Plus any other projects the Activity Committee would like to accomplish.  Contact: Mike Rowland at my e-mail address listed above if interest.  Please be interest!!  We need the help.
We had no classifieds from members. Remember, if you have something you want to sell or buy, send it in, and it will get posted.

Well, this is it for this month.  Keep those letters coming in.  Everyone appreciates all of your inputs.   If you have questions about anything Park related, e-mail me and I’ll do the best I can to get it answered.  If you have a specific question for any Board Member in particular and can’t get a hold of them, let me know and I’ll pass it on.
Think Sun, Warm Weather, and POSITIVE thoughts ………………………
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   This Woodpecker has to go!

